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Die 7ovis i1* Aprilis, 1675S, | | 


R der d by the Lords Spiritual and 

Ten poral in Parliament A ſſembled, 

That the Thanks of this Houſe be given to 
the Lord Biſhop of of” St. Davids, for his Ser- 
mon preached pork in the Abbey Church at 
Weſtminſer, before the Houſe of Peers ;, it 
being appoi:ted by His Majeſty to be obſerved 
as a Publick Faſt-day inthe Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter. And his Lordſhip is de- 


fired by this Houſe to Print and Publiſh the 
ſaid Sermon. 
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JO. BROWNE. 


Cleric. Parliament. 


| Preached before the Right OD 


| The HOUSE"of PEERS, 


At the Abbey Ehutch of S. Peters 
Weſtminſter, on April Io. 1678. © 


'S. Luke 13. ver.5. 
T tell you, Nay ; but enceeps ye repeet ye uy | 
al likewiſe periſs. 


arr) Ur bleſſed Saviour have 
OS 


V 


COL22 ing, - in the cloſe of the, 


former Chapter , I treated” 8 
"> of the diſconſolate cloſe 

of life,, of the- diſmal 
' ſtateof Man dying. unre- 
conciled to | God, in ſecurity, impemitency 3 
(it being a ſymptom of. th#moſt irreco- 


venble milery , not to commiſerate 5 
[ct 
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Nil wiſerius 
miſero, 10n 
miſerante ſe- 
ipſum, Aug. 


ſelf ; tobe upon the brink of the greateſt 
peril, and not to dread the leaſt. ) Some 
Paſſengers that accidentally intervened , 
boulted out the freſh Tragical Intelligence 
of the deſtruction of the Galileans. 

This is the Novel (and for ought I find ) 
ſingle conzeture of Maldonate. 

Ic is more credibly and generally aflert- 
ed, that ſome of Chriſts ſet Auditors here, 
took the hint, and mentioned the Galitearns, 
whoſe blood Pilate had mingled with their 
Sacrifices; as if a ſingular impiety had ren- 
dred them liable to this ſingular cruelty ; 
as if God had cull'd them out for veſſels 
of his indignation to be poured into; as if 
he had ſet them for Brands of an unparal- 
led unremitted guilt. —- 

Our humane corrupt Nature 1s no leſs 
prone to impeach, to doom wickedneſs at 
diſtance, than to eſpouſe, embrace it at 
hand. 

Chriſt, the true Oracle, teacheth the 1/- 
raelites better Divinity, not to uſurp Gods 
Throne of Judicature, to paſs Sentence of 
Condemnatipn upon others, but to. ere a 
Tribunal in their own boſome, to arraign 


thernſelves. | | 
| Chriſt 


before the Houſe of Loavps, 


Chriſt reproveth their erroneous ſenti- 

ment touching the Galileans, embrued in 
their own  Oblations (the Offerer being 
become the Offering.) And touching the 
Eighteen perſons, ſhivered to their firſt 
Principles, by the ſudden demolition of the 
Tower of Siloam. As for both, the eſti- 
mate, the meaſure of their vices 1s not to be 
taken by their calamities. 


T tell you, Nay ; but except you repent, you 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


The Text is chequerd with. Clemency 
and Severity ; it blunts the edge without, 
_ to reſtrain our cenſure; and ſharpens it 
within, to excite our repentance. 

' Tt is a Pillar of Cloud by day, to en- 
wrap the offences of others in an ob- 
ſcure concealment ; it is a Pillar of Fire by 
night, for the diſcovery of our own, to 
enlighten our judgments, to enflame our 
zeal: not to be Satyriſts, Criticks ; but Pe- 
nitents, Converts. ” | 

The Text is twice recited within the 
compaſs of five verſes; it is a reiterated 
{mart admonition, the ſame ſacred adver- 
| B 2 tiſement 
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'O 2142.6 ew, 


Luke 13.4, 


reinerit upory a double dyſaſter ; -the one 
_ permitted by God, executed by Pilate; the 
other þ th the aſpect of a more mediace 
 iroke of the Divine Juſtice. 
The Text | brancheth tt ſelf to two Pro- 
poſitions 
The one negative, mapticins, wrapt up 5 
-'F tell you, Nay. 

The other, poſitive, explicite, anfolded ; 
Except = — = ſpall all bewiſe 
: err 

The firſt may y be cha ntvuiled. 

Netther the Galileans ſlaughtered amidſt 
their Sacrifices,”” nor thoſe Eighteen Perſons 
craſh'd at the Tower S:loam, were greater 
Tran{gfeflors, than the other Iſraelites. It 
Is Delos above others, m the immediate 
precedent verfe. It ts a frequent Syriack 
 Itiom: They were not more* chargeable 
for theTalent milemploy' d, emberel td, than 
other accomptart in Ifrael. ; 

The Propdſition- admits a double ſur 
ve; Hiftorical)ard' D6@rinkl. 

In our Hiſtorical conſideration, ee 18 
zn harmony "among - Fxpolitors touching 
thoſe that periſh'c & at the Tower of Siloanr. 
A” 'Nanation ſeirce/- any where elſe | ex- 

| tant 


dC ALE] 


before the Houſe of Lozps, 
tanc im Sacred or Prophane Records. . 
Touching the former Calamity ( that of 
the Gabzleans ) there hath been ſtarred Varies» 
ty of Opinions. 
ome. glols the Title Galileant to he a 
difeuile for Samaritans; Galilge (being out 
cf the Verge of Pilat's Juriſdiction.) 'St. Cy- 
ril.of Alexandrita, and' others m his-Track, 
unmaſque the Galileans to be the-Diſciples 
of 7udas the Gaulonite, a grand turbulent 
Incendiary, who had trained: his Scholars 
in a Lecture of 'the blagkeſ} grain of Sedi- 
- fion, (Nigrianj in the; primitive Ryle) who wo _—_ 
inſtructed them ta withdraw their obedi- ai. Tertul. 
- ence :from 'the-Roman Empire, and. their 
- Intefceſſion:for the Emperour. Whereof 
Pilate being: certified, ſurpriſed, maſſacred 
theſe Galeheans, as they were cg 
their Sacrifices. - ou 
Samaritans they might he for Climate, 
for extraQtion ; and yet denominated Gali: ; 
tans for their Sed, for their” Futor. 
There is a third Relation of a:fkmous, .or 
rather infamous Magician of Gulilee,” jon 
| in the notion'of a Meſſiab, had-incouraged - 
multitudes ( ſaith /Ageſippus )' condudted 
end t6 ' Moant Gerinime, Alledging. he 
would 


A Sermon Preached 
would thence aſcend to Heaven. Which 
Impoſture, Plate blaſted in the bud, con- 
futed their blaſphemy, not by the Tongue 
or Pen, but by the Sword. 

To decline the Hiſtorical view of the 
Propoſition, the Doctrinal may be thus dil- 
played. 

The greateſt preſſures, the ſharpeſt mi- 
ſeries, the ſaddeſt periods of this Life, are 
no demonſtrative Arguments, to conclude 
the greateſt ſinners. 

The Clouds diſti] their ſoft dew, pour 
down their fertil ſhowers ; the Sun darts its 
warm beams, its benign influences to all 
ſorts of men. 

God freely communicates ſecular bleſ- 
ſings to Saints and Miſcreants ; he is thus 
kind to the unthankful, and to the evil; 
Eracious to the ungrateful, to the ungra- 

Nb Cious, notoriouſly vitious, as the Original 

59:4 79" 1mports. The accommodations of - this 

Luke 6. 3: 35. World are beſtowed upon good men, leſt 

- once they ſhould be deemed, branded to be ab- 

—_ ſolutely evil ; and-upon evil men, leſt they 

—_ ſhould be reputed, magnified to be abſo- 

Auguſt, lutely good. 

As. the prophaneneſt Wretches have 

ſome 
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ſome commendable qualities to be recom- 
penced. fo to poiſe the Scale of the Do. 
Ctrine, the ſevereſt Votaries have ſome in- 
firmities to be corrected ; being pure Bul- 
lion from the Oar, not the Furnace, to be 
refined by aftlictions, which are their pur- 
gations. Chriſt doth not vindicate the 
ſlaughtered Galiſeans, nor thoſe mangled 
at Siloam from being offenders. 

Their calamities were the tranſcript of 
their vices. 

Death is the ſtipend of guilt, (in the Apo-' 
ſtles phraſe): it is the vileſt wages of the 
vileſt warfare of ſin. The denial-is faſtned 
on the Comparative, not the Poſitive, they 
were not greater ſinners. If. Gods Spiritual 
favours were to be proportion'd by Tem- 
poral, Mahumetans muſt be preferred before 
Chriſtians, Babylon would ſhine with a 
brighter luſtre, than Fernſalem or Antioch. 


No Countrey hath been more polluted, 


branded with Tdolatry, with Sorcery, than 
Egypt; and yet none -more abounded with 
plenty ; it was the Granary of the Roman: 


Empire, the Sanctuary of the Iſraelites. in - 


their EXIgencies of a Famine. 


_ Kt' was the PR Argument of. 


Cicere,.. 


Yelune, 


Rom, 6.6. 
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Canto, to extobthe falſe'Rimar gods, and 
to vitific the-:true Deity; the holy One o 
Tfraets becauſe the Tems: were diſtreſt, in 
eclipſe, in umbrage; whereas the Romaiis 
floutriſh'd in grandeur and ſplendor. 
- Tr was the bad Logick, and worle Di- 
vinity of obs pretended Friends, his un- 
commillian'd Judges, who made his tribu- 
lations | Topicks to prove, to infer his 
cries. '* © 
By this Teſt, te Bible muſt wall to the 
Alcoran, Martyrs muſt ' paſs for Male- 
factors, the name of the firſt Chriſtian 
—_ St. Stephen ſignifies a -Crawn. 
7-This-tsithe ſtate of Tranmph: an Heaven. 
The Enſign of Conflict .on Earth is not a 
Throne, or Sceptre; the / Standard 1s a 
'Grofs. «> We-muft-not. fancy to be tranſlated 
fromCarnal delicacies to $ piritual, to Eter- 
nal from-a Mabumetaz Paradile to a Chri- 
lian; from 'depraved: ſenſualities below, 
tountainted Felicities; 'to unbounded Glo- 
ries above; that we ſhould frolick, revel 
po va with the World, and yer? TEJOYce, reign 
vis gaudere with Chriſt. 
—_—_ pooch The Iſraelites paſlage; .as tO that carthly, 
Hi” Ado to that heavenly Canaan, was it: 
Wil- 
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Wilderneſs of Briers. The path of Blik is 
not ſtrowed with Roſes, but with | horns. 

Our travel to that Fernſalem that is above, 
1s peſterd with difhculties, incumbrances 
like Hannibals march to Italy, over the Alps, 
over Rocks, to be wrought with Fire and 
Vinegar. | 

If we ſurveigh the whole Catalogue of 
Gods jaithful Servants, recorded in Sacred 
Writ, their character will appear like Pi- 
tures drawn in dim and ſullied Co- 
lours.: 

To produce ſome inſtances therein, to 
take our rile from Adam : To deny his re- 
pentance, his acceptance with God, was the 
Hereſie of the Taciani, no leſs deſticute of 
truth, than candor. 

The more charitable Tenet of the Juſtt- 
fication, the Salvation of the Firſt Adam, 
by the merits of the Second, hath been aſ- 
ſerted, vindicated in the pureſt antiquity 
of the Church. 


- And yet his calamities were multiplied, 


in the Conſort, the Mate of his boſom, be- ,;, .,mi- 
come the Engine of Satan, to inveagle him ; {wr 4- 
he {wallow'd her poiſon ( more fatal than Hicron. | 


that of Meſſalina to Claudins ) to prevent 
her melancholy. C Af- 
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G-n. 3. 17, 


Aficted he was in his Off-ſprivg, in all 
ſucceeding Apes, by an irreverſible Entail of 
miſery, of mortalit-. 

Diſtreſt in his Perſon, his Polſon | . 
ejected out of Paradiſe, garriſon d againſt 
him with a flaming Sword. 

The whole Earth doomed upon his ac- 
count ; its verdure withered, its fruit im- 
bittered, to render his diet a penance more 
than a repaſt, ( In forrow ſhalt thou eat of it. ) 
The delicious Flowers of the Field tran(- 
formed to venomous Weeds, to noxious 
Thiltles. 

Being, by a Sentence of Proſcription, not 
to be repealed, baniſh'd out of Eder ; to 
continue, to compleat his anguiſh, he la- 
mented three hundred years upon the Ind; 
an Mountains (if the Eaſtern Tradition may 
be credited.) . 

His moſt gracjous SonAbel was leaſt proſ- 
pzrous ; his fare was legible in his name, 
which denotes ſorrow : Though his Obla- 
tion was accepted in Heaven, ( an Incenſe, 
a Perfume of Piety ) yet his Perſon was 
wounded on Farth, wallowed in blood : 
the ſlaughter ſudden, without provocati- 


Qn, and, for aggravation, acted by a Bro- 
ther, 


CE SEV 


XUM 
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bluſtring ſtorms. 


dantly ſhared inthe milſeries of both. 


ther, who murdered whilſt he courted tn, 
during the infancy of the World, ſnatch'd 
away in the maturity of his Grace, ren- 
dring him in his life a Saint, and inhis death 
a Martyr, in vindication of Gods preſent 
Providence, and future Judgment, in oppo- rej. * 
ſition of the Atheiſtical Tenet of Carr. 

The Ark, the Type of the Church, (in 
the judgment of the Fathers) was in a float- 
ing condition, expoſed to fierce ſurges, to 


Noah, the Pilot of it, like Janus with 
two Viſazds, who ſaw two Worlds, the 
Old and the New, was ( in Helvicas's ac- 
count) the moſt aftlicted man intereſted in 
either : Origen reckons him the middle per- 
ſon betwixt Adam and Abraham; he abun- 


Even Abraham, a greater Believer before 
the L aw ( in the opinion of St. Ferom ) 
than the Centurion in the Goſpel, applaud- 


ed by Chriſts Elogy of a Non pareil, no 
fuch faith found, no not in Iſrael Abraham, 


not onely a Dignitary -in Gods Court, but 


a Privado mm his Cloſet, link'd, aflociated 


with the complacencies of a Friend, 


C2 


boſome on Earth was the (eat of (_ 


whole 


and 


Targ. Hite 


S. Matth, 


6, 10, 
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and being .in Heaven, 1s the phraſe, the * 


eloquence, for the receptacle of Glory ; he 
who had large Promiſes of a proſperous 
Progeny, had ample Experiments of ad- 
verſity in himſelf. 

Diſcompoſed he was, Aiſanicted with 
the ejection of Hagar, of Iſmael; with 


the diſſatisfaction, the Pett, tre animoſity | 


of Sarah ; endangered in her endearments, 
her attractive raviſhing beauty being the 
baic for his deſtruction. 

Sequeſtred he was from his Family, his 
Countrey, tranſlated, not for preferment, 
but peregrination, an Exile without a 
Trope. 

His Ten Temptations ( as the Rabbins 
account them) were ſharp affliQtions, though 
ſacred Exerciſes of his Virtues, yet ſevere 
evidences of his mi{eries. 

With what yearning, bleeding bowels, 
with what piercing conflicts betwixt carnal 
and ſpiritual Intereſts, was he travelling 
three days towards Mount Moriah, to effect 
( as to the eſtimate of the World ) a moſt 
mhumane, unnatural, prodigious cruelty, 
to make his moſt ingratiated Son an Holo- 
cauſt, a whole Burnt-offering : His darling 


Son. "ral 
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Son Iſaac, no lels the Ifſue of his Faith, than 
of his Loins, did but equivocate with de- 
light; it was varniſhd inhis name, not im- 
printed in his boſome; his eyes were dim, 
not darkned withzyears, * but diſeaſes ; *Auguſtiaus 
( the deprivation of ſight being the infirmi- », (497%; 
ty, not of one Member, but of all.) This af- 57; a4 
flition was aggravated by the duration of it til. 
above forty years. | 
His heart was chilled and dampt by the 
depravation . of Eſau, the diflimulation of 
Facob. . | 
That Facob, who did inherit his Fathers 
Graces, though not his Incomes ; his Piety, * sctou. 
though not his Fortune ; and * conſecrated J%.,,, 
in- his Mothers womb, that moſt accom- — 
pliſh'd pattern ofa contemplative and of an vite exen- 
active life, mournfully confeſt, that hzs PO 
days were evil, not in a notion of Morality, 
but in the dreſs, the ſtyle of an Hebraiſm, 
not for crimes, but calamities; days -o'ercaſt 
with miſts of tribulation. 


In the flower, the vigour of his age, his 


condition was ſervile, his ſervice debaſed 


to a vaſlalage, that vaſlalage imbitter'd by 

impoſture : His Wedlock not a folace, but 

an anguiſh ; his.Progeny aſcourg e. | 
His 
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His a Relatives were the Procure- 


ment of his ſharpeſt anxieties; chaſed, 


Excd. 7, 1. 


perſecuted by Eſan, by Laban ;, rackd in 
fpirit by the carnal Fe coma of Dinah, 
the heinous Inceſt of Reuben; the meacks. 
rous rage, the monſtrous cruelty of Simeon 
and Levi, more wounded by their impie- 
ties, than the Shichemites were by their 
Swords. 

His moſt honoured Son Foſeph, in w "UI 


_ the blefling- of all his Progenitors were ac- 


cumulated, was nfaligned by his Bre- 
thren, a Merchandiſe of diſtreſs, fold to 
the Midianites, Egyptians; - he was de- 
fam'd, impeach'd, impriſon'd ; he had his 
three years Manacles before his Robes. 
Moſes, more exalted than Foſeph, not 
onely in the Court of Pharaoh, but on the 
Mount of God ; more ingratiated to God 


_ than Abraham, ( in the opinion of S. Gre- 


gory advanced above a Humane conditi- 
on, inthe judgment of S. Ambroſe ) I had 
almoſt ſaid, above an Angelical perfection, 
not without a Divine Warrant, (Thor ſhalf 
be a God to Pharaoh ) and yet his whole 
life was a black Scheme of varied, continued 
diſtreſſes. His birth was attended with 

the 
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the doom, though not the tate -of death. 

As if his entrance into the World were 

to reſemble that of Cato to the Thea- 
f tc, onely to depart. He was many years 
baniſh d in Midzan, oppreſsd in Epypt, re- 
viled, affronted in the Deſart by thole 
wW hom he obliged, protected, who requited 
the prudence, the courage, the ſucceſs of - 
his Condu@, with the gall of reproach, his 
Miracles with regret; taunted by Aaron, 
by Miriam, by Zipporah, (the wound of the 
Tongue being more. tavenom'd., than of 
the Sword. ) It is related of Sylla, That he 
had been happy it he had not married; and 
of Adrian, it he had not Reigned. | 

Moſes (King of Tefburnm) was alike dif- 

| conſolate in the Nuptial Bed, and in the 
| Regal Throne. | 
| After, the toils,the troubles, the conthAs 
of many years:march ur the Defart, ,,not ad- 
mitted' to ſer his foot in the Land of 'Ca- 
2aan. No Scutcheon of Deſcent, no Titles 
of Honovr, no Revenues of Manorsderived 
to his Poſterity ; no Monument for a Me- 
morial ere&ed for himſelf, but interrd in 
obſcurity, his une unknown to this Deut. 34,6. 


da 
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The Royal Prophet David, — with 
a Divine Tranſcendent Impreſi 10, 4 mam 
after Gods own heart ) was ſquin:e 1 ar by 
Eliab, worried by Saul, ſcoff'd by Michol, 
eurb'd by Joab, tortured by the foul ra: 
viſhment of Tamar, the fierce revenge upon 
Ammon; rebelled againſt by Abſalom, al- 
pers'd, accurs'd by Shimei : His milcries 
were like the waves, the ſurges of the Sea, 
one rolling upon another. 

I am here ſtraitned with plenty, variety 
of matter. Tnopem me copia fecit. 

It was the flur of Demoſthenes, that he 
was expert what to ſpeak, ut was to learn 
what to omit, to wave in ſilence. 

"Tuſtin Martyr ſelects Toft zah as moſt con- 
ſpicuous for the eminent mixture of Piety 
ms Calamity. 

Not to muſter up the Prophets, deſpiſed, 
deteſted, perſecuted ; Elyjah ſcared to a 


flight, ( unleſs Ravens had been his Cate- 


rers }. famiſh'd ; 1ſaiah ſawed, Feremy ap- 
prehended, arraigned, traduced, pent up. 1n 
a Dungeon, ſtoned : Exekiel ſlaughtered 


in Babylon, Amos club'd to death, Micah 


caſt headlong from a Precipice, Zacharias 


ſlain in the Temple, (the Prieſts being, 


be- 
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Gecome the Sacrifice » leaving an impreſ-' 


fion of his innocent blood in the Pave- 
ment "The 'Baptift beheaded, treated by 
Herod as a Priſoner, a Captive, was by 
Flanmimus ( in the Roman Hiſtory) to gra- 
tifie attbnce an impure dalliance, and an im- 
placable fury. 

I ſhall not fix on theſe Fix'd Stars of the 
Firmament of Tfrael, ſince the brighteſt Lu- 
minary ( the Sun of A. was 
Eclips'd. 

The purity of his DoGrine, the inno- 
cency of his Converſation, ( whoſe ſole 
Crimes were his Virtues, and his Mir acles ) 
did irritate the malice of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, did expoſe him to the vileſt in- 
famy, the ſmarteſt torment of the Croſs. - 

Trac'd he was by his ſele& Retinue, the 
Apoſtles, hurried to their - Executions. 
St. Peter, Andrew, Philip, Simon Zelotes, 
crucified. St. Paul, Matthew, Matthias, 
Fames the Brother of John, beheaded. 
St. James ( the Juſt) hurled down from 

e pinnacle of the Temple. St. ' Fohx 
( the Evangeliſt ) © Bartholomew, calt 
into | boiling 'Oyl. S* Mark and Barna- 
as endured the - trial, ( without a' ft- 

D . gure 
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gure; burnt to cinders. This was the por- 
tion of the | Primitive Saints, Confeſlors, 
Martyrs they were in the firſt Ten Per- 
ſecurions of the Chriſtians : . Leftures they 
are of Patience, Charms of ' Conſolation, 
to Candy the bittereſt Pills of Calamities ; 
diſguſted they may be by a Natural —_ 
not by a Spiritual, 

They ſerveas pregnant Preſidents to cor- 
re& the fancy of Auguſtzs, of a calm receſs,a 
ſerene departure out of a miſerable world. 

. Devout Souls may be wafted toa ſmooth 
Port, by a rough tempeſtuous Gale. 

In a higher Key, they who are piouſly 
qualified, may be tranſported in extremi- 
ties of Fevers, and other violent- Diſeaſes; 
to utter looſe, vain, phrantick, prophane 
expreſſions; yet are they not to be branded 
for reprobate Miſcreants. | 

Theſe undecencies, impieties of L an- 
guage, may be interpreted the effect of 
fickneſs, not of fin ; tobe aſcribed to the 
mdi{poſition of the Body, not the Soul; to 
the diſtempered humours of the one, not to 
the depraved affeftions of the other. 

| The habit of Grace. may be reteined, 
where the ads are not exerted, evidenced: 
The 
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The exerciſes of Virtues may be obſtru- 
. ed, obſcnred, like ſparks of fire ſmothered 
in. embers. Though we may yearn with 
unrighteous Balaam, that we may die 0 
death of the righteous, 
——- Sic fic juwat ire ſub umbras, 

yet the diſtin& charafter of the Sons of 
God and Belial, is not to be taken from 
. our diſſolution, bow plaufibly, fairly, we 
quit the Stage of this World ; but from 
our deportment, how we ac our part, how 
exaQtly, how uprightly, we acquit our ſelves 
-upon it. 

How ever the diſtreſles, the dyſaſters of 
others, ought not to excite our virulent 
dooms, but our contrite forrows : Which 
conveys me to the Second, the Poſitive 
Explicite Propoſition in my Text, 


Except ye repent, ye fball all likewiſe 
periſh. 


This Propofition, at the firſt bluſh, dif- 
covers a Duty to be diſcharged, and a Pe> 
nalty to be inflicted, in caſe of defailance., 

Before I infiſt on either, there is. a re- 
marque to be ſet on the reſtrictive, adver-: 
D 2 ſative 


- 
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ative :Patticle, [' Bat. ] This conduceth.to 

link the parts of the Text, and -to:regulate 

Qur Cen(ures 2266. Trav ow] 
Sometimes the Hand of God avenging, is 


within the Ken of familiar obſervation. 


Fujeb, Hiſt, 
Eccl:}. 'EWX 


Dan. 4. 33» 


As in Antiochus, Herod, not ſubdued by 
Legions of Soldiers, by powerful Armies, 
but by deſpicable Vermm. 

Euſebius records Gods juſt indignation 
againſt Plat, who condemned our Bletled 
Saviour ( againſt the dictate of his own 
Conſcience) he became his own Judge, his 
own Executioner. | 

He who would be impious, - injurious, 
to be popular, was juſtly 'unpeacht by that 
People, whom he gratified by injuſtice. 

.. Nebuchadnez%ar, who was not content- 
ed. to be homaged as a fovercign, bit 
would be adored as a God, was degraded 
below the ſtation of men, forted among 
Beaſts ; not in a Parable, (_as Origen aflert- 
ed ) not imaginarily onely, (as others 
would mince it toa Phantaſm, a Dream ) 
but. really, viſibly - his inward endowments 
perverted, his Rational Faculties altenared; 
as for. his outward Members, his hair be- 


came 
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came like Eagles feathers, his nails like 
Birds, claws. + 
Two ſignal Char aQters thereare of the 
Divine defirudtive diſpleaſure ; 
Theficſt 1s, When the Judgment reteins 
the. feature, the complexion of the Guilt; 
as face anſwers face in water. 
Thus the unnatural heats, the impurities 
of the Sodomites, were -puniſh'd by. anna-. genie: 3 
taral Pames; Hell deſcended from Heaven, 5 4 
(1m a Fathers expreflion.) 
Pharaoh, who decreed the Male-children 
of the Iſraelites to be drowned, himfelf, and: 
the Males of Egypt i of martial, vigorous 
years) were plunged, ſi allowed up in the 
SD Red-Sea. | 
- Abſalom's hair was the ſubje&, the mo- 
tive of Is arrogance, wherewith he was 
enamoured 3. this became the Engine, the 
Inſtrument of his bane, wherewith fan Was: 
exfangled fettered. - 
| God threatens to walk contrary to thoſe, Levit, 26. 
wha walk contrary to him. | jon 7" 
. He, will baffle their enterpriſca,vihs cranſ- 
preſs his Precepts. 
He will deride their anxieties, who Goin 
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Prov. 1.26- at his ſummons : I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity, I will mock when your fear ometh. 
Avon It is exprefled after a corrupt humane” man- | | 
- 222:- ner ( 1n condeſcenſion to our infirmities ) 
Theodore: it is to be apprehended in an unblemith'd 

Divine notion. | 
Fulian the Apoſtate, who ſhot poiſon- 
ous Arrows, ſcurrilous indignities againſt 
Heaven, was himſelf pierced with an enve= 
|  noam'd Dart from Heaven ; with that mouth 
N he acknowledg'd Chriſt a Conqueror, an 
Avenger, wherewith he blaſphemed, denied 

_himma Redeemer. 
$. Luke 16, The damned rich Caitiff in the Coſpel, 
bs. was moſt tormented in his tongue, whereby 
he had moſt offended. 

rraTY ze- Thoſe Donatiſts who, in the Primitive 
Church, didcaſt away the Sacramental Ele- 
ments, of the Euchariſt, were themſelves 
torn in pieces by Dogs. S 
The ſecond eminent ſtamp of the Di- 
vine Juftice, is, when the treſpaſs and the 
ſcourge. are like the Twins of Rebecca's 
Womb, the later, like Facob, a Supplanter, 
taking hold of its elder Brother by the 


Thus 
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- . Thus when Nebuchadnezzar raiſed his 2** +3: 
| Creſt, [s- not this great Babylon that T have 
built "for the houſe of my Kingdom, for the 
might of wy Þ the honour of my Majeſty? 
Built, erected M*was by Nimrod, fortifi'd 
by himſelf ; whilſt he o'er-ſpread his 
plumes, whilſt the word was yet in his. 
mouth, he was terrifi'd, thunder-ſtruck with par. 4. zr. 
a voice from Heaven, The Kingdom 3s de- 3i*in puri- 
parted from thee. — 
So quick, ſo fierce is God's reſentment = 
of arrogancy, of vain-glory. 
Whilſt Balthazar riotouſly frolickt i it in 
the Veſſels of the SanCtuary, the Wall be- 
came a Tribunal to condemn him; He ſaw 
a hand-writing onthe wall, (proceeding out pan.s. 5: 
of the Wall, according to the Arabick Tran- 
 ſlation) a viſible Charader of an inviſible 
Scribe. | 
In that room, in that houſe, he was an- 
x1ouſly ſhivered, wherein he preſumpru- 
ouſly tranſgreſſed. | 
Whilſt Herod owned FY flattery, the- 
blaſ phemy of the People, not cezecting, not 
reprehending it; there appeared not a 
_ Screech-Owl ( according to Joſephine ) to 
preſage a Judgment, but an Angel was em- 
ploy 'd: 
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loy d to inflict it: : not a damned Fiend, 


AQs12. 25- Cacco ding to Lorinus) but an Angel of the 


Tur, 
1 Cor. 10. 
Ill, 


Lord, both an Afſertor of his Honour, and 
an Exccutioner of his Sentence. 

Not to purſue this Meditation too far : 
It will become us to be nicely critical, to 
be ſtriftly inquiſitive within the precin 
of our own boſoms, to apply Gods parti- 
cular ſcourgesto our particular offences. 

But when the Scene of Gods judgments 
is laid at diſtance, they ought not ro elate, 

to {well, to leven, to imbitter us, but to 
deject, to envenom our ſpirits. 

Not to be Lamia's, putting on the Spe- 
Qacles abroad, but putting them off at 
home. 

- Monitors they are to mortific, reclaim 
us, to keep alool from their iniquities, Ou0- 
rum wveſtigia terrcnt, Whoſe judgments we 
tremble at, leſt we cloſe in” the ſame Tra- 
gical period. To this end they are punctu- 
ally recited, diſtiatly ſorted by the Apo- 


ſtle, recorded for examples to deter us, 


(according to the Original, as Types figu- 


ratively to inſtrudt us. Repentance 1s the 
ſole expedient to reſcue us from perdition, 
to be like brands ſnatch'd out of the fire. 

Which 
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Which caſts. me on the Taſque in my 
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"Except Ye repent. 


| Though Origen, 1a tqo wide a candar, 
hath extended repentance to the damned 
Spirits ; yet others have conkncd it to too 
narrow bounds : the Montanifts not admit» 
ting it to _thole that offend after Baptiſm; 
the Nowatians not allowing it to a recidi- 
vation of tranſgrefſion, to a relapſe, 3 Ice 
turn of guilt. 

Happy it is for us, that the Book of Life 
of a merciful God, is not ſubje& to the ra» 
zures of opinionated men. 

That the Keys of Heaven are not © within 
the reſtraint of Hereſies or Sets. pn earth. 
The experience of all Ages manifeſts, that 
where Truth hath been deferted, Charity 


hatch been diſcarded alſo. The Diving Good- 
neſs commiſerating humane frailties, hath 
ordained repentance to be a continual Phyx 


ſick for a continual malady, a reiterated Me- 
dicine, for a reiterated wound. 

A Cure that exats not ſo much the 
Lan of the Sanctuary, the Glolle of ;the 
E Pulpit, 
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Pulpit, as the practiſe of rhe Chamber; 
., ...- without which, the devation, the humilia- 
tion of the Temple this day, is but.a Pagean- 
try of Piety ; without which, repentance 
may be ſought in our repentance, and not 
fonnd, as Florus complained of Sanminn 


demoliſh'd. 2 
Confeſſion is - but a ſcanty eflay of this 
duty, the firſt ſtep of repentance. 

Exct.s. 27. Pharaoh acknowledged himſelf and his 
People wicked, when they were plagued ; 
but they relented not, the feſtered wound 
of the Son] was unmask'd not lanced ; the 
veil withdrawn, not the putrefaCtion. Ina 
further gradation, Eſav was penſive, not 

Heb.12-17- penitent : He fonnd no place for repentance, 
( faith the Apofile) though be ſought it with 
tears: Tears they were of indignation, of 
bitter wrath ; not of contrition, of an hum- 

Prgraimm ble forrow 3 he had a flood, yet not the 

kc, grace of tears, which St. Auguſtine ſued for. 

” He had a melting eye, but not a bleeding 
heart. * I 

D:wmm x. God doth not pour the oyl of his mercy, 

fond clo but into a broken Pitcher, into a contrite 

miſs in vas he 

-- 5s 


' Qur heaxts, like our Spices, are the ſweet- 


<> 


In HOES, he, uy thee. x de 
TY TOES = OY  » RE 


_—_ 
- "RET; 5 


Gm TE BOSE Te A IEEE Gee oe Io it ew GPA EC - as <2 em pn A 
2>v __ 


__ before” "the Houſe of Lops, 


FI 


T fragrance of Oblation, when they -are 
braiſed: 

ſpirit ; a troubled ſpirit, that in it {elf is 
afflicted ; not a troubleſom ſpirit, that is an 
affliction to others. 

"The Vulgar Latine renders it in the Plu- 
ral Number, cre yeh ; all other Sacrifices 
are comprehended, completed in this. 

The trouble, the grief of Attrition.. will 
not ſerve, though eek'd out, afliſted with 
the abſolution of the Prieſt. 

God will not ſer his Seal of Remilliod 
to a Blank, not to a defective or r defaced 
character. | 

A true penitential ſorrow is not attrite, 
(in the Schoolmens ſtyle ) merely the pro- 
duCt of our miſeries; but primarily, fin- 
cerely contrite ; it accrues from the due re- 
collection, the deep impreſſion of our ſins : 
When we are more dejeCted, ſaddened, that 
we are depraved, than that we are diſtreſt. 
| The moſt impenitent MalefaQors in 
their Executions, will mourn for their ſuf- 
ferings, not for cheir crimes. 


The ſacrifice of God i is 4 troubled vai. ;c. 7. 


* VIS 


The Original phraſe in my Text denotes Muir.) 


not the piercing of the mind with anguiſh, 


(chis is preparatorily requiſite ) bur the re- - 
newing of it with grace. E 2 The 
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The retnorle of 'Conſcience” for atiy 
puilt will not beſtead/ ns, without the recti- 
fyingiit., The moſt obdurate firiners, in their 
recetles, exigencies, have their bofom 

_ qualms, their ſecret damps, their piercing 

regret: 

Falas defle-  Tndas reſented, bewailed his horrid of- 
vic crimen . fence, but he renounced, correed it not. 

ambr. * "Theres a Worm to corrode, there 1s 

dread and anxiety, there 1s weeping and 

gnaſhing of teeth in Hell.” There is a Probe 

to fearch the moſt rankled corruptions of 

 theheart, but there is no balſam to heal 

__ them. | | | 

Aquinas;s definition of Repentance .is 

— Concile and Orthodox. Repentance is a 

ſorrow. for fin, with a-purpoſe of amend- 

ment. | 

EE ' Se. Anflit's counſel correſponds herewith; 

olz de fra= , - | #q 

rerito pecea- Mouru for paſt fin, beware of future. Let 

+ urge hot our cefoJutions, like Embrio's, periſh in 
the womb. | 

ct not theſe cords be untwifted, un- 

ravelled by the opportunities, the blan- 

diſhments ot inveigliug darling vices. | 

The repentance ' of life, is the life, the 

power, the\luſtre of repentance ; withour 
| | : which 


PY 
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which, the-profeſſion:of it is butacolluſion, 
We. do:.but .perſonate | repentance »ahis 


| day inthe Church, our Religious Exerciſes 


ace: than ſcenes, diſgmſcs ; 1t whilſt we os 
lemnly deplore our offences,” we doi:not 
ſincere] dcſert them. It is the ſorrow of a 
Crocodile to _ tor that milchicf we 
yet indulge, pur {ecretly to embrace, 
careſs. that wickedneſs, whica we, apenly 
declare to naiſeate 3 not to: abandon: that 


guile, which we profels to:abhor. 1 4 


Our Faſts, our 'Auſterices, are young 
Auxiliaries of repentance 3 our reformed 


practiſes are the choice accompliſhments of 


It. | | tg 
Our mortification .initiates, begins: this 


duty ; our reformation confummates, per-. 


fects 1t. 
; In this motion, the Thefs of Eather, ſo 
much bogled at, That true repentance -s.4 
ew life, 1s oppoled by InveCtives morethan 
Arguments, confuted by Satyr more than. 
E opick. 


Neither the Divinity,nor the Grammir of 


the Text, will warrant or diſpence with the 
FW Wk" of the Fask ; to reſemble rhe Ciy-. 
eaſſians,not to be deyout till mpotent, decree. 
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Pit.; z-notto: reſort-ro the Temple,aill ro 
upon the brink of the Grave-1/The Powers 
of Darknels are not ſtagger'd- with a ſfph, 
nor o'er-whelmed by a tear; they are not 
vanquiſh'd by a faing, anguithings gaſping 
breath. 
Could Satan, having fortified his intereſt 
Oui geamiſ by vicious habits and cuſtoms be fo eaſily 
penicenti ve= ejected out of poſie(ſion, dethroned out: of 
emf pec- his Dominion 3 yet that God, who hath 
9; ave. Promiſed remiſſion to him chat repenteth, 
hath not promiſed repentance to him that 
ſianeth, eſpecially voluntarily, deliberately. 
We arc not aſcertained of future grace,. to 
excite, to promote this duty ; nor of time to 
aQuate, to exerciſe it. 
In all the pomps, the jollicies of life, we 
are upon the border of death. 
Druſus received a deaths wound by a 
pear, Adrian by a hair. - 
An exceflive delight hath, to awe: by a 
ſudden dilatation, diſperſion of the ſpirits 
leaving the heart unguarded, uſhered in the 
terror of death. 
Gods ſharpeſt judgments, inflicted or 
dreaded, are the moſt piercing motives of - 
penitential duties. 


"—_ 


That 
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__:That- there 4s wrath to come, is the Ba- S. Matth. 3, 


ptiſts roufinp __- co-awe E the _ 748, 


ofhis Anditors* 

My Text produces a more + povertll Spel 
ro Snhjene "oE 

 You;ſball all likewiſe periſh. 

This ſhort menace 1s more piercing, than 
Ehud s Dagger. This is no pannick terrour. 
This Prophecy was reduced to a Hiſtory in 
Sacred and Secular Interefts, to the impeni- 
tent Iſraelites. It imports not a particular, 
perſonal; but a National; Univerſal deftru- 
Ction, of Temple, City, People. | 

They periſh'd before how periſh'd, ( ag Prricrun as: 
$elviay obſerves of his Gellicen Contera p06: or a. 
raries) beingdivided, depraved, before they 
were deſtroyed. 

- Crumbled they were into fattions, Pha- 
riſces, Sadduces, Eſſenes, Herodians. Their 
Civil diſſentions were more fatal than For- 
reign Invaſions; whilſt they were attack'd, 
ftorm'd by the Roman Soldiers, they were 
bandrd, engag'd againſt themſelves, ſheath- 


ing their ſwords in one anothers bowels, 


under the condud of fierce Zelots, of Re- 


E, 
ligious Aſſaſſinates. They drank to one an- 727 el: 


ather the bload of the People: The edge of 's Fudaice. 
the 


i WE 
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" '® the fnibe” was Jet ſharper than of the 
© Sword, more diſmal than'that of Athens, 
Sov wherein? a Father and a Son fought aduel for 
a priſe, the proviſionof a Moule. 
In a more prodigious inſtance at Fernſa- 
IF 
No Sul lem, an eminent Matrone, of a Noble Ex- 


8. 
Zefr.de fraftion, of an ample Fortune, butchered 


Exe. Hiero. and cook d her own Child ; made the Iſſue 
of her womb, the repaſt of her ſtomach ; 
A ſavage unnatural Sacrifice to we keen ap- 
rw $677 6 
"This 15 no Tragical Rinlance, bue an Hi- 
ſtorical truth, ſolemn] y allerted' by Foſephus 
a; and Aoefe zppus. 
+. As there was aveneral Convention from 
all parts of Paleſtine, to celebrate the Feaſt 
TY of the Paſſover, when the Jews crucified 
ey 0 'Chriſt £ ſoallo when the my was furroun- 
ted by yo 
The Judgment was as diffuſive, as the 
guilt. The mvl]cicude of thole that perih'd 
in the Sicge of Fernſalew being computed 
to amount to 110000 perſons, beli des 
90000 priſoners. 
No Nation more perverſly impure, none 
more irrecoverably miſerable. | 


Chriſt ( the Mirror of Candor ) url 
cally 


rw 
4a 
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eally lamented,when he denoun'cd their deſtruQi- 
' on;; and Titzs (renowned for ſingular Hemency) 
when he inflifted it ; and yet the obdurate Fews 
relenred not, when they ſuſtained it: more im- 
penetrable than Iron, not ſoftned in the fierceſt 
Furnace of affliction. Ag the extent of the Fate - 
is 0>ſervabl-:, Tox ſhall all periſh ; fo is the ſimilj- 
tude, Tor ſhall likewiſe periſh. 

Some, like the Galileans in the Temple, were 
mixt, manpled with their Sacrifices. Others, like 
thoſe cruſh'd, ſhatter'd at the Tower of Siloam, 
were cover d with the rubbiſh of the demoliſh d, 
batter'd Structures of the City. The Inhabitants 
and the Habitarions were, in the ſame devouring | 
flame, conſumed to aſhes. | 


- Their crimes were yet greater than their pt» zmaio;, 


niſhments ; vile, deſpicable they became,, noef 5s 


contrite, humble ; like Ivory blackned, fulfied 
they were by that fire (that tribulation ) which 
ſhould have reftned, beautihed them. 

Their ſtate of ltving, dying impenitents, ſhar- 
pensthe doom in my Text with two edges, ( in 
Lyr#s gloſs ) Tor ſhall periſh tempmrally, you ſhall 
periſh eternally. The diftrefles of the Farth are, to 
perſevering, unrepenting ſinners, the Pgglogue to 
the black Scene, the ſucceeding cormenfat Hell. 

The impenitent Agyptians, that purſued the 

F Iſraelites, 
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Iiraelites, were tranſmitted from the "Hm ſurges 
of the i ood Sea, to the fterce flames of the burning 
Topbet. | 
Having thus accompliſhd my firſt Task, the 

E xplicatory part of my Text; faid ], rom. 
| plith'd it ? rather hndled it undigeſted, unpo- 
I#h'd ; as the Iſraclites did their dow, unkneaded, 
unteavened at their ſudden departure out of 
Egypt. There remains a requiſite Applicatory 
Meditation, without which, I ſhould entertain 
this great Aſſembly with an Harangue,rather than 
a Sermon. | 

. In order hereto, to recapitulate, to ſumme up 

what I have enlarged; 


I have unclaſpt my Text to two Propoſiri tions. | 


The one Negative, Implicite ; the other Poſitive, 
Explicite. The Negative, Implicite, being thus 
- unveiled : Neither the miſerable Galileans, nor 
thoſe unfortunate Wretches at Siloam, were 
greater offendors than other Iſraelites. 

I have oftered at a double {urveigh of the Ne- 
gative Propoſition, Hiſtorical, as to each inſtance 
ſeverally, Dodtrinal joyntly, in this tenor. The 
greateſt preflures, the ſharpeſt mileries, the ſad- 
eſt perttogg of this life, are no atrative Al- 
guments to conclude the greateſt ſinners. 


[n the {ſecond Propoſition, I have pointed out 
the 
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the reſtrictive, adverſative Particle, | But .| that 
links the parts; regulates our cenſures. 

Every man, upon an impartial ſcrutiny for a 5iſtuum 
ſinner, like Sencca's inquelt toga foo], ( both be- Ages 
ing of the ſame lineage ) will return the ſame 
Verdict with that Storck, I find my ſelf. . 

When Chriſt advertiſed his Apoltles, that oze 
of them ſhould betray him ;, they impeach'd not, 
defam'd not one another, but each ſuſpected the 
corruption of his own heart, wherewith he was 
beſt acquainted, moſt ſtritly examined, They ſaid gy, ,, 
to him one by one, Is it I? According to the Ort- bo 
gigal, Is it xot I 7 A good man being a rigid Ia. 
terpreter of no defailance but his own. _ 

He who with a contrite ſeverity will put his 
hand into his boſome, will, Iike Moſes, take it out 
- white as ſnow, not for innocency, but leprofle. 

I have obſerved two evident ſymptoms of the 
Divine deſtructive diſpleaſure, when the fin and-- 
the doom are like parallel lines, and when the 
latter 1s the cloſe train of the former. 

I have, in the ſecond Propoſition, recommend- 
ed the Duty. to be diſcharged, Repentance, to be- 
wail that guilt we have committed, not to com-. 
mit that guilt we have bewailed ; not to be ſcan- 
ty, dilatory in the exerciſe of it, but expeditely,. 
vigorouſly to reCtifie our judgments, to refine our 
F's affections, 
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| Plures peric- 

runt peniten- 

814,quam pec- 
cate, Aug. 


affeftions, to reform our lives; to cracitie thoſe” 
luſts that have crucified our Redeemer, thit theſe 


---- Scorpions may afford medicines for their own 


ſtings. To abſtam from our Viands, and not ini- 


_quiries, is the Faſt, not of ſacred Converts, but of 


damned Fiends. | 
It isa diſconſolate ſevere determination of St. 
Auguſtine, which I can never recolle& without 
anomſh of ſpirit, More have periſh'd by repen- 
tance, than by fin. 
This Reſtorative hath degenerated to a Bane; 
this Balſam of Life, miſapprehended, miſappli'd, 


Hath wounded multitudes to death. 


To promote an accurate unblemiſh'd repen- 
tance, I have ſet out the penalty to be incurred 
uponthe negle@ of it. A Sentence hke Elijah's 
little Cloud ſcarce diſcernible at firſt aſpeR, 
but being dilated, blackcns the Heavens, teems 
with ſhowers of perils, diſaſters. | 

T have pointed out the extremity of the Judg- 
ment, not a decay, but a p: riod. | You ſhall periſh] 
the Univerſality | 41] the Simihicude | Likewiſe | 
enwrapt in the ſam © dilma! tate. It was an inter- 
val of forty years betore this doom was fulfilled. 
Chriſt thus long protracted the Execution, af- 
ter he pronounced the Sentence. Nebuchadnex- 
zar had a years reſpite after Judgment was paſt, 
8s | or, 
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Dr transforming. him from a humane toa brutiſh 
ſhape: The Nintvites were reprieved forty days, 
and they repented in ſackcloth and aſhes. 

then reverſt his Judgment, without any Rain of 
in{tability, inconſtancy ; ; not by changing his 
will, his purpoſe in himſelf, but willing, pur» 
poſing ng a change 1n the effect, as the AER. 
ſtate it; whoſe deciſion not — by. 
Jonah, excited his pecviſh regret. 
the imaginary reputation of a Prophet, dating the 
real preſervation of a populous Kingdom ; being 


Non mutas 
voluntaem, 


ſed vult mu- 


tationem, 


diſcompoſed, that God was more merciful thaa . 


himſelf. 


Let not theſe Ninivites riſe-up in judgment ; 


againſt us. 


If we do not ſeaſonably dread the - 


menace, arreſt the judgment, we ſhall irrecave- . 


rably (ink under the preffure, the horrour of it. 


We have of late years: emjoy'd tranquillity, | 
plenty, t e delicious fruits -of peace, whilſt other - 


Countreys have been Aceldama's, fields of blood, 


expoſcd to the rapines, the outrages of. War ; 


Citics bcſteg'd, batter d, ſtorm'd, defac'd, riff'd - 


Proprictaries, Maſters, treated as Aliens, not on-. 
ly as ſtrangers, but priſoners, vaſſals intheir own. 
houſes; (the Edict of inſulting folders, being no, 
lefs unmerciful, unreafonable,than Egyptian Tasks- . 


| ——_ whalt populous Ternitocics, , fucniſhed.© 
t with ; 
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with the choiceſt accommodations, have been 
depopulated, waſted, even reduced to Delarts. 
They have been ſubjeAs of intelligence, of 


_ diſcourſe ; no motive of commiſeration towards 


"um. 


Una eadem- 
que dies vi- 


dit civitatem 


magnam, 
nullam. Sen. 
Evagr. 1, 4. 
C35 0 


Tew2!17*s, 
S. Matth, 
24. 33, 39s 


others, of refefion upon our ſelves. Who leſs 
afilited, have been more depraved. I wiſh from 
my Soul it werea ſcandal to aſlert it. 

Our ingratitude, clogg'd with our impent- 
tence, may reſerve forus the dregs of the Vigl 
of Gods indignation. Our fafery may be lealt, 
when our ſecurity is greateſt. One and the ſame 
day was the computation of a great City, and of 
none at all, as of Antioch;part buried in an Farth- 
quake, and the reſt made its own Funeral Pile, 
burnt to aſhes. 

That day that produced fire and brimſtone to 


Sodom and Gomorrah, might ſhine with as clear, 


as bright a morning-dawn, as any other. 

The intemperance of the inhabitants of the 
Old World, did ſerve to introduce, to uſher 1n 
the Deluge. They were eating (the Original im- 
ports rioting with brutith appetites ) and drink- 
ing; their ſenſualities indulged, purſued, till the 
Flood overwhelmed them. 

When enormities of vices, prodigies of crimes, 
paſs for garbs; for ornaments 3 when it is gene- 
rous to be intemperate, courteous to be de- 


bauched, 
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bauched, modiſh to be unchaſt, faſhionable, re- 
purable, to be prophane ; oallantry of humour. 
clegancy of ſtyle, to blaſpheme ; a Maſter piece 
of wit to carp at, to deride the wildom of God ; 
when Theatres are more reſorted to, more re- 
earded, than Temples ; when mortificacdin of. 
body 1s aſcribed to diſtraction of mind ; when 
Prayers and Faſts become incitements of Drol- 
leries, of Scurrilities; when there 1s not {o much 
piery as hy pocriſ! ie; not ſo much beauty of 
| holineſs, as the paint, the varniſh of it, even to 
out-ſtrip the ſpirit of darkneſs, not to regard to 
appear Angels of | ight. We may then imagine 
God pathetically expoſtulating the caſe, Shall not 
| | — iy Soul be avenged on ſucha Nation as this? When 
the indignation of that God 1s inflamed who is 
a conſuming fire ; when all the expedients, the 
methods of the Diſcipline of Heaven, prove in- 
cficual for reclaiming a People ; then a day, an 
 __ hour, a moment may ſuffice. to blaſt the moſt 

flouziſhing Dominions of the World, to deprive 
the greateſt Peersand Potentates of Juſtre and of 
life. 

When Phocds raiſed Walls and Bulwarks to 
out-brave Heaven, he was advertiſed, There is 
wickedneſs within ; which being incloſed, im> 
mured, will demoliſh the firmeſt Structure, un- 
. cement. 


. 
, 
x 
: 
Z 
[ 
; 
'1 
't 
7 
{4 
: 
's 
4 
ny 
: 
: 
- 


XUM 


5 4 Sernm Preaed 


cement every ſtone, lay Turrets flat and level 
with the ground. The Fabricks, the Houſes, the 
Palaces of impenitent ſinners can fall no lower, 
themſelves may : | 
The Poets ſolace is a fallacy in Divinity, 
Oui cadit in terram, non habete unde cadat. 
| There is aloiver deſcent than the grave, than 
being inmates with wretched Worms, in bein 
conſorts with the damned Spirtts ; lower than the 
putrefaCtionof the earth, rhe damnation of hell. 
But I forbear. I muſt ſtart back from this 
dreadful dungeon,leſt I be taxed,as Oecolompadins 
was, that I am Commitlion'd to Evangelize, to 
-preach the glad tidings of the Goſpel ; not the | 
'terrors, the thunder-bolrs of the Law. That I 
am ſent, not to be a Herald, to denource fire and 
fword; buttobe a I egate for reconciliation, to 
be a Factor to negotiate the beſi N.erchandiſ? , 
Peace ; to promote the beſt Peace, not witch 
Farth, but Heaven. 
Plur.invie The Romans would not treat with Pyrrhzz, 
Py unleſs he would firſt d-part out of Fraly. There 
is an Jtaly of Tranſgreflion as well as Climate. 
There can be no League, no Correſpondence 
betwixt a carnal, polluted Italy below; and a ſpi- 
ritual refined Feruſalem above. | | 
When a grave Athenian Ambaſſador repaired, 
| to 
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| to. Cortath, to-agirate a' Confederacy, obſerving 
a a preateriTraffick there 'of Vices than of Commio- 
dittes; their arrogance plumed with their wealth, 54 Geog | 
| a riot, a d: boſh, being their civility, ici laſch "* | 
viwullull ing their pietie,, above a thouſand: 
beauriful Damoſels being Votaries of Venxs, not 
conlecrated, but proſtituted in the Temple; he 
reſolved to deſiſt from his Embaſlie, apprehend- 
mg lo vitious a place not worthy of the cloſe ami- - 
ty of Athens, The holy One of Ifrael will 
unite, coafederate with none that perſiſt to be 
prophane, 1 impure. Thongh God will heal the 
bleeding wounds of a contrite dilobedience, yet 
he will not cure the feſter'd ulcer of an obdurate- 
| heart, an unrelenting ſpirit. 
That I may not cloſe my Sermon with my 
Text, in perdition, 1n periſhing, leſt I ſeem-to de- 
part hence, not with the benign influence- of a ,,,, ,,m;. - | 
Star, but with the malignity of a Comet ; I ſhall, --tw oo | 
in the laſt pl ce, invert the Scene. God would fone —_ 
not threaten to doom, to deſtroy the-1 1mpenitent, wo CE 
unleſs he would remit and ſave the penitent. ©* 
Gods mercies are mtermingled with- the feveri= 
ties of his menaces, like the Sun-beams in ſhowers 
of r-in. He denounces his judgments, that he 
may not inflift them. He (hews. his Ax before- 
_ wield | K5 tislike that carried before the Ro-. 
G. matt: 
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man Conſuls, wrapt up for an abatement of ſeve- 
rity : When he lays it to the root- of the tree; 
he expects we ſhould prevent the fatal ſtroke. It | 
is the Prophets in{inuating addreſs, his cajoling «+ | 
1a. 1-167, eJOqUENCE, Waſb ye, make you clean, put away the | 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do 
evil, Learn to do well ; ſeek judgment, relieve the 
. oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for the widow. 
Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, 
though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as 
ſnow ; though they be red as crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool. O that this rational overture might not 
onely convince, but convert the pretended Ora- 
cles of Reaſon, the modern Grnoſticks, who out- 
vigh the Antient for intellectuals and impurities, 
for wits and vices. An unhappy faculty, to be in- 
geniouſly ungracious, acutely prophane and miſe- 
rable. To ſtagger ſuch Sophiſtry of Miſcreants, 
the Prophet Amos ſets out Gods fierce diſpleaſure, 
as the Painter did Agamemnor's deep ſorrow (tor 
Tphigenia) covered with a vail : having impeach'd | 
their impenitence, more obdurate than Marble, 
(not to difſtil a tear in a reiterated ſtorm) not to 
f relent in varieties of diſtreſles, it being the ſharp 
, accent of every judgment, the tragical aggrava- 
' Amos 4.6,8, ON of each affliction, (five times recorded in one 
9511: Chapter) Tet haveye not returned to me, ſaith = 
| | Lord, 
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Lerd. God ar length pronounces a Maze, a Rid- 
dle of aidoom, to perplex and ſcare unrraftable_ 
offendors, Therefore thus will I do unto theey. O 
Tirael. Ir is a clap of thunder, without a flaſh of + 
lightning, a Relative without an Antecedent, a- —, 
lock'd Cabinet without a Key. No judgments ex- . 
preſs'd, that all may be expected; all to be dread- 
ed, that none may be ſuſtained. It is the Pro- 
phets practical inference in the ſame verſe, Pres yer. iz; 
pare to meet tl,y God, O Iſrael. This is the beſt re- 
fuge, as in National, ſo in Perſonal anxieties, di- 
ſtreſſes. Let us meet the Lord of Hoſts in his - 
fierceſt marches,in the approaches of his judgments; 
that either with Abigal's proſtrate ſubmiſſion,  $am::;. 
we may prevent, or with Hezekzab's devout hu- *” 
miſiation we may reprieve, or at leaſt with El; 51%. 38. 5: 
entire reſignation of himſelf, his Family, his Po- 
ſterity, to the Divine Pleaſure, ( It zs the Lord, * Sam. 3.83 
let him do what ſeemeth him good ) we may, if not 
, unſting, yet unvenom the ſharpeſt tribulation, 
we may render this Viper a Reſtorative. 

L ſhall conclude with the borrow'd Rhetorick, rurcire regi, 
the Sacred Charm of a former Age, ofercaſt with þ,"puche 
clouds, the wombs of tempeſts, Spare your Sove- grin 
reign. Avitious perſon is no lefs an enemy to his 
Prince, than a Rebel againſt God. 
A Religious Foſeph did fupport the dignity of 

Pharaoh's 
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, Pharaoh's Throne ; did preſerve, {ecnre the pro- 
ſpcrity of his Dominion for his tmme. Spare the 
1 people. A wicked man isa peſt to the generation 
wherein he lives, his private miſchief (like Achans) 
\ Kings 2, Ay produce a publick calamity. Eliſha account- 
2 12, ed Elijah the Chariot and the Horſemen of 1/ 
| lakes. £ca rac. Et. Fames the Juſt was called, Oblias, as be- 
 £#i.).2. ing the Fence, the Bulwark of the City of Fern 
©. falews, of the Region of Paleſtine. The juſtice, 
the zcal of F hineas. did reſtrain the contagion 
of a ſpreading, pernicious Peſtilence. Let our de- 
, vout repentance ſtand in the gap, to divert a de- | 
ſtroying Angel. 
Laſtly, Spare your own Souls, ſince they are 
ranſomed b. no corruptible nealkee 1 : Tet not them 
acain be captivated by any vile ſecular mtereſt, 
nor zetby a more vile, impure, ſenſual delight, | 
ſince they are the purchale of Chrifts precious 
Blood ; let them not become the prize of h1s and 
our malicious Enemy : Let us ſhun his baits, his 
ſnares here, that we may elchew his fetters here- 
after. 
From-which; God of his infinite mercy preſerve 
25, for the Merits of hzs bleſſed Son, by the Graces of 
his holy Spirit. To. which Sacred Trinity be 
dferibed Glory and Honour, Might, Majeſty, and Do= 
minion, this day and for evermore. AME N.. 
tt: IN EM 
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